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No, your eyes aren’t playing tricks. Two BMV’ CCA events a week
apart, two great photographers, two unusual covi:r photographs with
supporting table-of-contents images: decisions, ¢ ecisions, decisions.

Our Oktoberfest celebration usually gets pride -of-place when it
comes to feature coverage. After all, it is our bigj est national event, and
ithas 41 years of tradition. And as usual, photogr apher Jon van Woerden
did a yeoman job of scurrying around to capture i1 week of the BMW
CCA at play in Wisconsin. Surely the rarely-seen Z1s of Lou Ann Shirk
and Fran Hughes make a wonderful portrait toget her.

But then there’s Jim Smith’s coupe.

The 1938 327/28 pillarless coupe was one of tt e stars of the CCA’s
other big summer event, the BMW Festorics in M onterey, where the
Central Cal Chapter presented the Western Sumn er Concours. While it
may not be Oktoberfest, the Monterey event has I ad national support
for the past two years, and it looks like another bi ; hit for BMW CCA
members looking for a significant event west of tlie Rockies.

I love the morning mood so vividly captured by photographer Andrew
Macpherson in his photographs of the event, the L eavy Monterey mist
bejeweling the cars in quiet splendor. And when I came to the head-on
shot of the coupe, I knew it had to grace the cover —especially with the
close-up of the rear of the car for the contents pag;:.

But then, I really, really like the Z1s, too....

I hope you enjoy our solution to this dilemma.11eanwhile, if you
can’t get enough of van Woerden’s Oktoberfest coverage, he has
arranged an entire online gallery of this year’s ime ges at
www.tinyurl.com/2010ofest. Starting in Novembe r, you may go
online to see all of our Oktoberfest images; you caa even order
prints or high-resolution files directly from Jon Ve :-Dub.

And next year the Festorics and Oktoberfest will be a

month apart. Hallelujah!
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THE BMW WESTERN SUMMER CONCOURS WAS THE
HIGH POINT OF THE MONTEREY WEEKEND

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY PAUL DUCHENE

onterey 1s different things to differ-
ent people—even BMW-specific
enthusiasts. There’s the famous Peb-
ble Beach Concours (see page 52) for those
who mingle with the high-dollar set while
they show off their objets d’art. That stra-
tum may also be encountered at the Quail,

at Concorso Italiano, and at various col-

lector-car auctions held during the week.
For BMW fans with an urge to buy

a vintage BMW during the Monterey
week—something in a pre-war 328, per-
haps?—there were three to choose from at
auction. RM sold a white driver-quality

44 ROUNDEL * NOVEMBER 2010

1939 328 for $539,000; Bonhams got
$667,000 for their much sharper white
1937 328. (If this is the 1937 BMW 328
bought new in June 1937 by Carl Max von
Sandizell, of one of the oldest families in
Germany, it has an interesting history.
Count Sandizell was a privateer racer with
Ernst Loof’s BMW racing department, and
the car was at one time owned by American
collector Oscar Davis. It was spotted for

sale in England early this year at a posted
£37,000, so if somebody bought it for that

and flipped it in Monterey, they pulled off
the deal of the century.—SC)

NOSHIHdOVIA MIHANY

Me¢ anwhile, Gooding had a bronze-
colore 1 1938 328 which was a no-sale at

an estir 1ate of $375,000-$450,000. Go figure.
RM al o sold a tidy 1974 square-taillight

2002ti in a questionable turquoise metallic
for a s irprising $24,200.

As for those other Deutsch marques, a
Porsct e 917 brought a new record for any
Porsct e sold at auction: $3,965.,000. And
a rare 1930 Mercedes-Benz 7.1-liter SS

Toure sold for $2,537,000. So prewar
BMW ; are still a relative bargain.

Fo racing fans—yes, they race at
Lagun 1 Seca, don’t they?!—if you dropped
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by the BMW CCA Festorics corral at the
historic races at the track, you could have
seen two Batmobile CSLs doing battle in
Class 6. Andrew Cannon’s *74 3.0CSL had
period history: a first at the Niirburgring in
1975, a second at Diephole, and a first at
Zandvoort. It scored a second at Vallelunga
in Group 3, a fourth at Silverstone, was sec-
ond in GT at Le Mans, and raced at Laguna
Secain 1977 in IMSA, coming in seventh.
By contrast, Henry Schmitt’s 3.5CSL has
been historically campaigned since 2007,
at Coronado, Laguna Seca, and Reno.

The BMW CCA and Porsche clubs
shared the Turn Five hospitality again for
the BMW Festorics, where there were
several interesting models on display,
including the new Alpina B7. The Festorics
corral also provided special parking for a
fleet of Rolls-Royces and their chauffeurs
for American Express cardholders—ah,
the good life!

But the highlight of the Monterey week
for BMW fans had to be the 2010 West
Coast Summer Concours. That splendid
array dawned on the fairway of Carmel’s
Rancho Cafiada golf club on Friday the
13th under the usual morning gray—a
concern that disappeared as if the sky had
been wiped like a misty windshield by
about 10:30 a.m. Held in conjunction with
Mercedes-Benz and Porche clubs for the
first time, to fulfill its “Legends of the Auto-
bahn” title, the Central California Chapter

Jim and Mary True’s
1954 BMW 309 is the
vetéran of many
historic tours.

A 328 said to have raced with Frnst

Loof’s factory team sold for $667,000 at |
the Bonhams auction.

o ——— e
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event included corrals and judging areas
for all three clubs. A cursory count at 10:00
a.m. totaled 46 BMWs, 33 Porsches, and
sixteen Mercedes presented for judging,
with another 200 cars of the same marques
in the parking area.

BMWs—including one of the first two
BMW 1600s imported into the U.S. in
1966, and a BMW Glas 1600 coupe that
stopped by on its way to Colombia—Dbut
the most interesting aspect of the show was
historical. Half'a'dozemncars from Jimrand
Gleria.Smith’s collection in.Senoma, along
with cars from Jim and Mary True and Jerry
and Diane Dotson, presented an almost
complete history of pre-war BMWs, start-
ing with a sunnyyellow1929 Dixrtourer——
think. Austin-7Z.Chummy, with-everything
onsthe wrong.sideyand you get theddea.
Next in chronological order was Jim
and Mary True’s venerable 1934 BMW

"I"he concours included a number of rare

309, a veteran of many a historic tour—

quite a challenge these days in a car with an
optimistic top speed of 50 mph. The Trues’
309 is especially ironic because Mary and
Jim are both members-of:Bonneville’s.200-
mile-an-hourclub!

Another 1934 model, Tom Graham’s
319 cabriolet, would have been a nice
contrast, but alas! Its distributor sheared a
drive pin on the way to Monterey, so the
car was a no-show.

The historic races featured
several 5.0CSL racers from the 1970s.

s==TF> Smiths filled the space with*asare

1935 |115/1 roadster, the car that paved the
way for the giant-killing 328s to followa
Only | /42 315/1s were built; Smith’s frame
langu shed in his shop for twenty years
until | e found a body in Czechoslovakia
in 199, This car covered 4,000 kilo-
metels 1in 2001, completing the cross-
contir ent Classic Marathon Rally through
sever: 1 countries bordering Germany.

Sn ith’s 1938 BMW 327 cabriolet has a
fnumb r of unusual features, including steel
winds ield posts, a lack of space under the
doors, the windshield-wiper mounting loca-
tion, ¢ nd the lack of fresh-air ventilation.
Smith was at Oktoberfest in San Diego when
a visit r from Minnesota told him about the
car; it ] >oked okay in the photos, so he bought
it. It t rned out to be rather disappointing,
but se 'en months and 1,400 hours of labor
later, S mith and the 327 successfully crossed
the U. 5. in the Great American Race.

Jer -y and Dianne Dotson’s lovely two-
tone 1938 327 cabriolet gave viewers a
chanc: to compare the dissimilarities
betwe 2n two supposedly 1dentical cars.
Indeec , Smith had thought his car was mod-
ified t > make it into a drop-top—until he
spotte( . the same car in a BMW print ad from
the 19 }0s. Different coachbuilders account
for the discrepancies in factory-built cars.

Th it tendency toward custom coach-
work ¢ Iso explains Smith’s handsome dark

blue 1239 327/328 pillarless coupe..(The.

ol . A
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#1ash 28" 1s the'hot=rod-version of the 327,

£k
L

with the 328’s 80-horsepower hemi
engine.) This is one of two known pillarless - ~.' ; wm u,,_u__,t_f*-_; <y

coupes; the other 498 327 coupes had a
post behind the door. Smith tracked this
car for many years before he was finally
able to buy it in 2006.

That brings us to the white 1939 328
roadster, the definitive pre-war BMW. In
its day, the 328 quite simply dominated
two-liter sports-car racing in Europe.
Smith’s car has competed in the Mille
Miglia, two Great American Races, two
California Milles, the Copperstate 1000,
and the Colorado Grand. A true sports-racer
before and after the war, the 328 was meant
to be driven—and this one has been. In

d E
. l -
L .i- -
- 1 ¥ - . [ " . - i
! -
1 ! F
] ¥ ; - "
= . [ ]
. i ¥ .
! ] [

fact, there was quite a bit of driving | =

involved in getting this car; a nationwide Damien Speno’s beautiful
search by motorhome for a 328 roadster black-cherry Gullwing was the hit
was completed, ironically, when a friend ~ ofthe Mercedes:Benz section.

sold-him.this-ear1ocally:

Delight Lucas takes
a final swipe at the dew
on the 327/28 coupe.

Jerry and Dianne Dotson’s 1938 327 cabriolet
defines pre-war BMW open-air motoring for up to fbﬁl,‘fﬁbgyle

r‘ThaQQSS‘ISEttﬁ”BTEjﬁgﬁ?Hythc Smiths Samuel Huertas and Felipe Garcia of the

a German model, with the early bubblé BMW Auto Club of Colombia bought their
Llndows instead of the later sliding typc rare 1967 1600 GT the day before the show.
.'It also lacks the bumpers and larger lights
of the U.S. model. The Isetta was designed
%n Italy; built by BMW under license (and
yastly improved), it’s the car that saved
BMW in the late 1950s, when few 1n
&Jrope had any money. It’s also one of the

fgw microcars made by a company still in
businessthat¢ah provide.spares. .-

ver in the Mercedes-Benz corral,
Damien Speno’s 1955 300SL Gull-
wing drew crowds all morning with

its black-cherry paint and white leather | ) , .
interior, while beside it a fabulous blue-  popular Colorado orange color. Drawing ~ miss!- ~was Carl Nelson’s stunning blue-

and-silver Mercedes 220S convertible another crowd nearby was a rare—1,002 and-sil ver 1973 3.0CSL Batmobile coupe—
showed clearly how much the rare two- ~ Were built—1967 1600 GT, developedby  a car1e’s owned for 27 years. Indicated

tone paint scheme does for these cars. Frua for Glas in 1963 and re-badged asa  mileag 2 was 18,000 kilometers, probably in
Most present BMW owners first ~ BMW after the takeover of Glas in 1966.  avery short elapsed time.
became aware of the marque through the ~ Just the day before the show, the car was On: car that’s rarely seen in the U.S.

2002 in the early 1970s, and in particular purchased by Samuel Huertas and Felipe was S eve Padrick“"s bright orange 1974
the mechanically fuel-injected tii models. Garcia of the BMW Auto Club of Colom- BMW 1802 Touring hatchb_ack. He’s
3 Those fans must have included Anthony D14, its odometer showing 85,579 miles. ownej it for four years, a_nd estimates that

Franzuela, whose 1973 tii sports the very Not being judged—but impossible to it has ( overed 210,000 kilometers. BMW

46 ROUNDEL « NOVEMBER 2010
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2002 Turbos didn’t make it to the U.S. offi-
cially, either; when you look at Mike e AN v AP T e
seems like a damned shame. No wonder LS AT A | O R
Brione’s car won the 2002 Stock class!

| Early E30 M3s are much sought after
now, and Fred Larimer’s red 1988 served
as a good reminder that you haven’t seen
one for sale lately. It showed 143,319 miles,
but it was extremely sharp, one of the 1,564
U.S.-spec cars of the 5,280 that were
imported. In the going-even-faster cate-
gory, John Calvin drove his gray 1987 e gy S g g o A
Alpina B10 3.5 to the meet from Salt Lake U, R T =4 ik
City. The car indicated 129,397 miles, but
didn’t show them. Perhaps that’s why he
won the Open Concours class.

One of the very rarest cars at the show
was also one of the most unobtrusive. Chris
Willett is a BMW 2002 expert in Las Vegas,
Nevada, who happened to pick up a parts

" .* 1 g ._.-.-1l -'Tm m. A - TS
-t R, 1 . | g Y Pl
. B [ .

1 ] - . II- .
I .'ﬂ - A = s

drione’s white 1974 Turbo
e 2002 Stock class.

Steve Padrick’s
Inka 1974 1802
Touring won the

Open Class Clean
category.

| car from the little town of Jean (home of
| Clark County’s oldest bar, the Pioneer
' Saloon, by the way). Curious about its
| gray-green Seafoam paint, six-volt elec-
trical system, and odd tire and brake sizes,
he searched through BMW records and dis-
covered that it was one of the first two 1966
| BMW 1600s sold in 1967 by Max Hoff-
man in New York. “I’m still looking for
| the other one,” he said with a glint in his
: eye. (After the West Coast Concours, Wil-
| lett listed the car on eBay—with a reserve
| price of $16.02. The final bid was some-
| what north of that figure: $16,200.)
At the other end of the spectrum, though

almost as rare, was Sacramento Chapter
| member Gil Caravantes’ new Frozen Gray

: A3. That’s the car fo_r which you have to ; — 4\  John Calvin’s rare Alpina B10—
f S1gn a contract promising to look after it A hone were officially imported
| properly, or your warranty evaporates and g - | here—drovein from Salt Lake City

your first-born is kidnapped. With only 30 — to win the Concours Open class.

48 ROUNDEL * NOVEMBER 2010




D010 WEST COAST SUMMER CONCOURS

2002 | IODIFIED
1. Lee Papageorge, 1968 2002
2. Anl ony Branzuela, 1972 2002
3.Dai Echeverri, 1968 2002

2002 TOCK
1. Mik - Briones, 1974 2002 turbo

2. Ridl ard Pellicone, 1972 2002t
3. Chr ; Willett, 1967 1600

COUPE ' MODIFIED

1. Wa1 e Wundram, 1972 3.5¢s
2. Gar Collins, 1971 2800cs
COUPE STOCK

1.Chn  Macha, 1973 3.0CS

2. Kurl Delimon, 1972 3.0Cs
. At the modern end of things, 3. Mur 3y Fowler, 1970 2800CS
Gil'Caravantes showed of his T VINTAG :CLASS
new Frozen Gray M3. 1.dim. >mith, 1935 315
2. Jim’ smith, 1939 327/8
3.Jem Dotson, 1938 Cabrio
M CLAS 3 STOCK
1 Ray . terbens, 1985 M635i

2 Bob lewman, 1985 M635i
3 Jerry Zack 2000 M roadster

I CLAS } MODIFIED
1 Eddy =unahashi, 1988 M3
2 Mike -emandez, 1990 M3
3 Gilbe - Dayao, 1998 M3
OPENC ASS CLEAN
1 Steveé Padrick, 1974 1802 Touring
2 Jeffre ' Bryson, 1982 320iS
3 Bill C Idwell, 2009 328Ci convertible
OPEN Ci ASS SUPER CLEAN
1 Lany Valker, 1973 2002ti
2 Andre¢ 5 Alcaraz, 1998 740iL
3 Roge Scilley, 2001 318Ti
OPEN Cl \SS CONCOURS
1 John ’alvin, 1987 Alpina B10
| 2 Ron 3y, 1980 Dinan 3 Series
' 3 Martii Charles, 1975 2002 turbo
Chris Willett brought a 1600—one

of the first two Neue Klasse BMW FARTHE T DRIVEN: David Spivalo, love
e S - g i
- LONGES OWNED: Jim True, 1934 309, 47
sold by Max Hoffman in 1967. ES m True, 1934 309, 47 years

msues\ MILEAGE: Murray Fowler, 1970 2800CS, 413,000 miles

NOVEMBER 2010 + ROUNDEL 49
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sold in the U.S., it’ll be a while before any-
body at the show sees another one—except
that in Monterey on Pebble Beach week-
end, you could practically bet that two will
meet at an intersection.

And finally, in a category where it’s
the driver who's collectible, Murray Fowler
from Costa Mesa drove up in his 1970

| — e

2800CS, license plate BLUMAXI.
He’s 81 years old and he’s owned the car
since it was new. The navy-blue coupe with
Alpina wheels displays 413,575 miles—
probably more by the time you read this—
and Fowler is the subject of a very coo!
BMW video advertisement. Check out
www.tinyurl.com/BLUMAXI.

e —— = —
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If you’re on the West Coast, don’t miss
this ¢ vent next year. The location worked
very vell, parking was no issue, and access
‘o thi site was relatively easy—always a
majo * consideration on the Pebble Beach
week end. The 2011 BMW West Coast
Sumi 1er Concours is scheduled for Friday,

August 17,2011, ¢

i 1 ¥ h i e £ = T T e L i [ N [ . i r_ [ 'ﬁ' f Ael -
' 1 : ""l';'ljj-nl..% A S Y 08t L e O 1.3 g - %
[ .l T f !1 | L. il.-, f ..'I I ; .|_ ."'1' I ; ’I. . :I _l-.l'ﬂ _: % & 3 e
{ - 3 2 il 4 LI'E | e B i |
' s ot () Lk f [ LN | ! B 1 l | L
1‘_. | [’ | | 1 ¥ i - A ] i [
: ._.'. ! L | HJ.- .‘ . L] |
J ' .‘ I - 4 -1‘ : .-ll' ‘ " - - . 1 ' /
1 B I1i . ':‘_ il S - '1 . : i g '-r I U ] j 3
¥ . i |'|-. I'.- ! a kNN | k J | i’j . al

BMW CCA members had last seen a major part of the Jim Smith
collection when BMW was the featured marque at Monterey in 1996. Back
then, BMW of North America transported several of Smith’s significant
cars from their Sonoma home, so we figured 2010 was the appropriate
time to bring them back. After all, there were bound to be significant
Porsches and Mercedes on hand for the Legends Of The Autobahn show at
Rancho Cafada in Carmel, and we wanted a fine show of BMWSs as well.

But what do | know about transporting collector cars? Nothing, that's
what. However, BMW South County manager Jeff Gerken hooks me up
with a transport company, and | make a list of the cars | think members
would most like to see. We’d start with the Dixi, of course, and you can't
leave out the Eisenach 340—it’s ugly, but interesting—and the 700
coupe, and the 600, and—well, | narrow the field down to eleven cars
that | think would tell the BMW story.

Then the transport guy calls back.

We had originally figured on a nine-car hauler, thinking we might be
able to squeeze eleven BMWs in that space, since the Isetta and the Dixi
are so small. But the transport guy now figures his rig is too big, so he
turns us on to anothertransport guy, who asks the same guestions about
the size and number of cars, we’ll get back to you, mmm-hmmm.

By now the concours is less than a week away.

When Transport Guy #2 calls back, he says he can’t do i, either:

Try Transport Guy #3. This turns out to be WinCrest Vehicle Transport,
and they figure they can send two four-car haulers—but what's your
budget? Mind you, quotes have been all over the place, but it's beginning
to look like getting each car to Monterey and back will cost about $700.
Multiply that by eleven. Eeek.

The 315 takes the
upper deck.

L3 w
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We finally settle on one four-ci r trailer, which needs only one driver
and lowers our per-car cost to $5( 0. Jim Smith, who has cut his yearly
Idaho fishing trip short so he can | elp us bring his cars to the members,
decides he can probably skwoonc | his Dixi and the Isetta onto one trailer
that he'll tow to Carmel, bringing ¢ ur total to six cars. It's half of my
original wish list, but it will still be 1spread of vintage BMWs that most

members would never see this sid : of Munich.

Sid Haynes arrives on schedull with the transporter, swings it
around, and lays out the ramps. In 10 time Smith zips up the ramps In
the 328, running it up to the forede :k. Next is the 315 roadster that
began the BMW roadster era in 19; 5. Once that's cinched down, the
upper deck is raised, and Smith wt gels the 327 cabriolet up the ramps
and wedges it beneath the 315. La{ t up is the 327 pillarless coupe, and
we are off to Carmel, Smith leadin¢ the way with the baby cars, me
trailing behind the transporter to k¢ ep an eye on the—

Hey, wait a minute: the upper d «ck—is it sagging on the right?!

Yes, apparently it is; every joun i on the highway seems to bring it
closer and closer to the top bows ¢ ‘the 327, Frantic signals ensue, and
our train pulls over for a look-see. { ure enough, a locking pin has come
adrift from the right-side hydraulic! —but we have caught it just short
of disaster: No harm, no foul.

The rest of the journey is a hun| o’ torte. Unloading, reloading, and
offloading the cars in Sonoma aftel the concours, everything goes with-
out a hitch. And the cars do seem p ypular with the crowd. All seem 10
agree that this game was definitely vorth the candle, that the logistics
were worth a few gray hairs. And I e learned an important lesson: Next
time | need to transport a car, I'll ju¢ t cut through the drama and give
WinCrest a call.—Satch Carlson
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